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‘Bees love Gunnersbury too!’‘Bees love Gunnersbury too!’







John the Baptist (Aidan Perrone)

Godspell is a fun and engaging musical
based on the Gospel of Matthew: telling
the story of Jesus’s teachings through
parables, comedy, and energetic songs.
Set in a play full of characters who form a
community as they learn moral lessons
from Jesus. With hits such as “Day by Day,”
it blends joy, sincerity, and creativity to
explore themes of love, compassion, and
unity. 

Beginnings

Singing ‘Prepare Ye’

At our school, we’ve brought this
energy to life on stage. From
colourful costumes to powerful solos
and heartfelt acting, every scene has
been shaped with care and passion.
On this two page spread are some
snapshots and behind-the-scenes
glimpses of how our talented cast
and crew have reimagined Godspell
in our own unique way.
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On Wednesday, 16th July, we will proudly celebrate International Day –
a special occasion dedicated to embracing the vibrant diversity within
our school community. On this day, students are invited to wear either
the traditional dress of their heritage or clothing in the colours of their
national flag. Those taking part are encouraged to bring in a £1 donation,
which will go directly to support the incredible work of the charity
Children in Crossfire.

This exciting initiative not only allows us to honour our different
backgrounds but also brings us together for a common cause – to help
those in need. Through International Day, we aim to promote
multiculturalism, unity, and a spirit of solidarity with communities
around the world.

In preparation for this upcoming event, our students have
created a beautiful and inspiring display celebrating cultures
from all around the world. Through artwork, flags, and
meaningful messages, the display reflects not only the rich
heritage of our school community but also our shared
commitment to compassion and justice. It is a reminder that
although we come from different places, we stand together in
making the world a better place.

Children in Crossfire is a charity that helps children living in
poverty, especially in Tanzania and Ethiopia, by giving them access
to:

📚 Early education
🥗 Good nutrition
💉 Healthcare
🌱 Safe and loving environments



Science Garden
For years at Gunnersbury, the "Japanese Garden"
near the Science block has been out of use and
closed off. However, this year, two members of the
Student Leadership Team, Victoria Dumont and Ania
Druc (Y13) decided to try to bring some life back to
it. Students around the school helped to clean the
area, doing multiple meet-ups, where they worked
as a team to put effort into making the garden
something of use, even during the cold days of
winter. #GreenGunnersbury



CHAPLAINCY

ROOMROOM





The Competition was organised by our fantastic ‘Solidarity Wellbeing Ambassadors’: a group of
students who are mental health ambassadors within Gunnersbury Catholic School.

We received 9 fantastic entries, each offering a unique and thoughtful perspective on the importance
of looking after our mental wellbeing.

The creativity and care shown in the posters were truly impressive — from powerful messages to
eye-catching visuals, every design had something meaningful to say. It was clear that a lot of time
and heart went into each one.

All participants will be recognised for their achievement, and their posters will be displayed around
the school to help raise awareness and start conversations about mental health.
Well done to everyone who got involved — your work has made a real impact and will continue to
inspire others.



Year 7s participated and led an
assembly on stewardship and the
importance of looking after our world
as God would want for us. We should
reflect on this time and hope that we
as a school can improve our levels of
stewardship and bring about a better
world.

Gunnersbury students impressively showed the value of
generosity by donating a variety of imperishable goods to
CAFOD. This donation exhibited our efforts to engage with
Catholic Social Teaching not least the understanding of
community through linkage with the charity. We are very
proud of the phenomenal response to our Food Bank
appeal.  Thank you for your very generous donations!



Careers at Gunnersbury

At Gunnersbury , Year 10 and Year 12 students will have a
very exciting experience as they will have the opportunity
to participate in work placements which will give the
students a very perceptive and keen understanding about
their chosen careers. Students also have talks during
period 7 about career options and what skills they would
gain during this week that universities tend to look for in
applications.

Y12 Database Trip

Imperial College Trip

Y10 & Y12 CEIAG Week

Last term, Year 12 students had a truly amazing opportunity to
visit a database alongside Hirehigher through the Rising Star
programme led by the founder, Adelle Desouza. This trip offered
lessons in networking and career development which not only
helped students build connections with people which is
beneficial for their future but also guide students towards other
possible opportunities in the field.

Gunnersbury students have been invited to
Imperial College. At Imperial College students
engaged upon the proto-maker challenge where
they create with a variety of tools such as 3D
printers, scanners, laser cutters, woodworking
equipment and much more. This unique immersive
environment provides young people with a space
to experiment, design and innovate. They also have
2 after school mentoring sessions, enjoy! 

Year 12 UCAS Preparation

Y12 Parliament Masterclass
Last term, Year 12 students had a very
enriching experience in a Parliament
Masterclass. This class was led by Seema
Malhotra, the Labour and Cooperative MP for
Feltham and Heston, Minister for Migration and
Citizenship and Minister for Race Equality.
Malhotra gave insightful information about the
workings of the Parliament and democracy.
The students also received a personal tour
including the House of Commons providing the
students a deeper understanding of the UK’s
parliamentary actions from the inside and
learning how the system works.

In April, our 12s had the privilege of meeting with the Cambridge
University outreach team. They were encouraged and informed
of the application process to not only Cambridge but also
various other universities. This was a worthwhile talk that
students stated was extremely helpful in understanding the
process. Many feel they left the assembly hall with an easier and
clearer plan for their applications. We are very grateful to
Cambridge for providing us with this opportunity! During the first
week of June, Year 12 students had an insightful talk from the
representative of University of Exeter about the UCAS process
and how to structure personal statements. Students were able
to further expand their knowledge of what universities typically
look for in applications and have also received practical tips on
how to showcase their strengths, passions, and skills. A massive
thank you to University of Exeter for this amazing talk!

@GunnersburySch

Alumni Visit
A big thank you and warm welcome back
to some of our alumni who returned to
share their university experiences and
offer valuable advice to our Year 12
students. Your insights were incredibly
helpful and much appreciated!









On 27  March, Gunnersbury
Catholic School hosted an
amazing Spring Concert,
showcasing our talented
students. The Adoremus
Choir opened with "Come As
You Are," setting a joyful
atmosphere, followed by the
beautiful "The Swan"
featuring Leo Barski and Filip
Bystrzynski. 

th

Highlights included David Correa
Gomez on guitar with "Jail House
Rock" and Dillon Farrell's
performance of "Die With A
Smile." We celebrated our
Gunnersbury Music Festival
2025 winners, including Jaiden
Chester Aluan and Jeffrey
Screen. The evening wrapped up
with the lively Jazz Band, leaving
everyone inspired. Thank you to
all who participated and attended
this memorable event!



In May, Years 7, 8 and 9 went to William’s racing
to learn about Formula 1. First they learnt about
the crumple zone and how a safe driver
performs better than an unsafe driver. They
were tasked to design a crumple zone which we
hoped to get under 2 seconds. In the end group
6 won. After lunch they then either went to the
museum (worth over £200 million) and the
racing simulation. Big thanks to Mr Boothe who
organised it!

In preparation for the Duke
of Edinburgh (DOfE)
students in Gunnersbury
Catholic School had
practices on school grounds
of the art of pitching tents.
After miles of hiking their
skills in pitching tents are
sure to help them make it
the full way, well done boys,
and good luck!

Our students have begun the
assembling of the Pilgrims of
Hope mosaics. Through this
creative activity they will be able to
more fully reflect on their Catholic
faith in their communal efforts.
This group activity will allow for
better connections between
students and development
through dedication to Christ.

A huge congratulations to the Magistrates Club for their
impressive performance in the Young Citizens
Magistrates' Court Mock Trial Competition! Through
weeks of preparation, hard work, and dedication, the
team delivered outstanding performances that led to a
well-deserved victory in the NW London Heat at
Willesden Magistrates' Court on Saturday, 15th March
2025. Following their regional success, the team went on
to compete in the f inals at Croydon Crown Court, where
they secured an incredible second place. Finishing as
runners-up in such a competitive national event is a
remarkable accomplishment and a reflection of their
legal knowledge, teamwork, and confidence under
pressure. We are incredibly proud of everyone involved –
your commitment and professionalism were truly
inspiring. Thank you to Mr Jukic for his contribution to
this Club. Well done! 

Chess club takes place every Monday after school. The students
participating all compete against each other under the
supervision of Mr Hickey before the lesson. Every week, the
teacher, Ana Royce, covers a different subject with the students.
Every second Friday, the students attending take part in an online
competition on Lichess, between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. on June 6, for
example, the students took part in an inter school competition
and won 10th out of the 17 schools that took part. Congrats to
them all! The team would specif ically want to congratulate Alex
Royce 9R, Rico Wan 7B and Evan Ewell 11N for their commitment
in other competitions.

Thank you to Keane Rowing Club (whose
mission is to involve as many people as
possible in sport on the river: whether that
be sculling, rowing, kayaking or canoeing.
They are a truly open club and pride
ourselves on our completely inclusive
programme within all these disciplines)
and Dr Pashmi for organising Year 7’s trip
rowing on Brent river!



Launched in March, the Grimm Tales Young Writers national
competition challenged students across the country to craft a
captivating short story of no more than 100 words, judged by
renowned poets and authors.

Several students from our school took part, putting their
imagination and writing skills to the test. In June, Amelia, a Year
12 student, received the exciting news that her story “The Final
Curtain” had been selected for publication in the upcoming
anthology Grimm Tales – Cursed Realities.

Although the f inal winners have yet to be announced, having her
work chosen for publication is a fantastic achievement — only a
select number of entries were selected. Amelia’s story will be
available in bookshops across the UK from August. A big well
done to all students who participated and showcased their
creativity through this national challenge!

Science Club  happens every
Wednesday after school with two of
our science teachers. Here our
students can participate in a range of
science experiments to enhance their
knowledge and experiences of what
science is truly all about. It aims to not
only enhance students knowledge of
the subject but also develop passions
that may not be discovered with the
basic curriculum of learning 

We were honoured to take part in the
inspiring Festival of Hope today at
Westminster Cathedral — a truly
uplifting celebration of faith, community,
and young people.
Students from Gunnersbury Catholic
School joined other Catholic schools
from across the diocese to reflect, pray,
and express their hopes for the future
through music, readings, and collective
worship.

It was a moving and joyful occasion that
reminded us of the strength of our
shared values and the important role
young people play in shaping a future
rooted in compassion, unity, and hope.

The Jack Petchey Foundation has made a signif icant
impact on the students at Gunnersbury School by
providing them with opportunities for interactive
wellbeing through the Leaders Grant. This initiative
has allowed students to purchase various items that
enhance their school experience, fostering a
supportive and engaging environment. By investing
in the wellbeing of young people, the Jack Petchey
Foundation is not only enriching their educational
journey but also promoting a culture of appreciation
and community within the school .They have
supplied our students with the resources that they
might not otherwise have through chess sets and
football nets

Last term, Sebastian Scigalski and Dylan Basilio, two
talented students, made the most of a creative
afternoon by jamming together using amplif iers
purchased through the @JPFoundation Young
Achiever’s Grant Fund.

We’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate both
students for making the most of this opportunity and
for showing great musical initiative.
A huge thank you to @JPFoundation for their support
— it's thanks to initiatives like the Young Achiever’s
Fund that students are able to explore and develop
their passions beyond the classroom.

We’re incredibly proud of our talented student
band, who delivered a flawless performance at
this year’s Battle of the Bands 2025!

Their energy, stage presence, and musical
skill impressed both the crowd and judges
alike, earning them a special
commendation and an outstanding 2nd
place overall.

This amazing achievement is a reflection of
their dedication, teamwork, and passion for
music. Well done to everyone involved —
you’ve done Gunnersbury proud!



@GunnersburySch

Gunnersbury Catholic School
The Ride, Brentford, London TW8 9LB

0208 568 7281
office@gunnersbury.hounslow.sch.uk
www.gunnersbury.com

Join Us Now!
E-mail

newsletter@gunnersburyinfo.com


