il

7| GUNNERSBURY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AD ALTI O RA N EWS LET"J“E R SUMMER TERM 2025

Bees love Gunnersbury too!
.‘-__1;.,‘:}>';» 3 A -ilgigl; (See udato Si’ Page)



we can help each other” Competition

Careers at éé_nnersbury .
Year 8 Normandy Trip

Sport at Gunnersbury
Maths at Gunnersbury
Spring Concert

Clubs & Extra-Curricular

l As we publish the third edition of the Gunnersburg Student-Run Newsletter, | find myself reflecting not
twelve just on another term of creativity and teamwork, but on the journey this publication has taken since its
! very beginning.

We nost at the end of anott lemic year - it is i
s | ' again, we looR |
accomplishments by tL
- and incredible opE ities for
Ad Altiora in all that we do.

encompassed

Three editions ago, we launched this newsletter with a clear vision: to give voice to our school
community, to celebrate our students and staff, and to create something lasting and meaningiful as a
school community. Since then, what began as an ambitious idea has grown into a thriving place for

This final newsletter of the year is s with detail of just some of the expression, connection, and celebration of our school.

superb happenings at Gunnersbury.

'rovides a great inSight ]'- This edition once again showcases the heart of Gunnersbury—in all the extracurricular activities and
into the actions that our students

others within our school achievements that happen in our school community. It's been brought to life by a dedicated team of

. _ : writers, designers, editors, and contributors: spanning Year 7 to Year 12. Their energy and passion
and beyond° A feature of our < e should all be iﬁCl‘Edlbly make this neg\vﬁetter truly shine, and | wish topexteng my heartfelt thanks to each an everypone of
proud of. them.

- . As for me, this term marks a special turning point. After leading the newsletter across three terms as
Immense thanks .and appreciatiot tended from me to the EdltOl‘- of Director and Executive Editor, I'll be steppingganto more of a sugervisory role from Year 13 onwards to
our newsletter, Piotr Ksiazek. Sinc g up the challenge of relaunchmg focus more closely on my studies. While | won’t be leading from the front, I'll continue to support and
our newsletter a year ago; Piotr’s vision, enthusiasm and expertise have guide the next team, ensuring the newsletter continues to grow in strength, voice, and vision.
been Slm_PIY Phenomena . Piotr has mt_’hShEd and led his edltor'al team.to Running this ﬁublication has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my time at Gunnersbury.
outstanding success: a succession of highly engaging, greatly informative I've learned the value of teamwork, leadership, creativity—and above all, the power of student voice
and trulv a pealing newsletters that have undoubte y captured the heart and opinion. Honestly, I've really enjoyed interacting with you readers, hearing all of the nice
nd so ?’ fF; £ ¢ b comments - and even the constructive criticisms. Thank gou to everyone who believed in this project
and soul ot lite at Gunnersbury. and contributed to its success. And to those who may be reading and thinking of getting involved:

please do. The future of this newsletter is yours to shape.
From us all -thank you Piotr and good luck in Year 13.To all within our
Gunnersbury and our wider community, | wish you a lovely summer break
and thank you for your immense support for our school over the past year. Warm regards,

Enjoy this final edition of the year, and have a restful, joyful summer.

Kevin S Burke

- Plo.tr Ksiazek
eaCene! | Owcomdoecellle



') The Newsletter Team 2024-2025

Every Voice That Contributed or Helped & .,:.f,,,.» | TERM 3 - Team Photo

Zaine Elkhamlichi (7D)

Aurelien Ryder (7W)

Kerem Ozdogar (7W)

Najeeb Salu Usman (7W) !
Dominic Feeney (8P)

Theo Sefertzis (8W)

Matthew Abebe (9N)

Alex Sefertzis (10P)

Ethan Ogungbuiji (12G)

Emelyne Prevost (120)

Amelia Oska-Sharman (12D)
Muhammad Abdullah Al-Mansur (12T)
John Thota (12G)

Thomas McCormack (12T)
Christopher Gaarn-Larsen (12D)
Jacob O'Connor (12D)

Thomas Vaughan (120)

Zach Dickinson (12D)

Benedict Hullis (8W)

Ted McCarthy (8N)

Radcliffe Panares (9B)

George Walden (10D)

Jacob Gil (9N)

Mikaela Gandeza (12T)

Maciej Kazimierski (12G)

O 2) | On behalf of the entire Gunnersbury Newsletter team, thank
DO (10B) you for your support throughout the year! Reintroducing the
alr>ShyRECethe BEM student-run newsletter was a big step, and we’re so grateful
mrs': 'g::gom forthe encouragement, feedback, and engagement from
Mice G, the whole school community. It's been an exciting journey
Miss [ 1 sharing your stories, |de_as, and achievements, and we’re
I e proud of what we’ve built together.

Miss Onono

) i
Vi Here’s to an even better year ahead!



|| At our school, we’ve brought this
- energy to life on stage. From
colourful costumes to powerful solos
and heartfelt acting, every scene has
been shaped with care and passion.
On this two page spread are some
snapshots and behind-the-scenes
glimpses of how our talented cast
and crew have reimagined Godspell
in our own unique way.
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CHOOSE KINDNESS CHOOSE TO SMILE
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Smile! It looks good on you 9

Fo

SMILE WORRY

Behind every smile is courage




On Wednesday, 16th July, we will proudly celebrate International Day -
a special occasion dedicated to embracing the vibrant diversity within
our school community. On this day, students are invited to wear either
the traditional dress of their heritage or clothing in the colours of their
national flag. Those taking part are encouraged to bring in a £1 donation,
which will go directly to support the incredible work of the charity
Children in Crossfire.

This exciting initiative not only allows us to honour our different

backgrounds but also brings us together for a common cause - to help
those in need. Through International Day, we aim to promote
multiculturalism, unity, and a spirit of solidarity with communities
around the world.

Childre
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In prepara'rlon for this upcoml'ng event, our students hqve : | ;
created a beautiful and inspiring display celebrating cultures = . BB UJH -
e = | @

from all around the world. Through artwork, flags, and
meaningful messages, the display reflects not only the rich | = 1 C A il
heritage of our school community but also our shared . E -~ I m' |
commitment to compassion and justice. It is a reminder that : i< - Ml -]
although we come from different places, we stand together in
making the world a better place.
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A
while now, they

For those who have been at Gunnersbury fora
as knocked down

will remember the ancient Sports Hall that was | \
four years ago. However, in that area, for a while, there was just
an empty area of land that needed some colour. As well as this,
we know that the environment is in danger, and we wanted to
do our bit to try and increase the biodiversity of our planet. On
Friday 4th April, a selection of Sixth-Form prefects and KS3
and KS4 students worked hard to try and plant some flowers

in that area, digging up patches and planting seeds there.

Science Garden

For years at Gunnersbury, the "Japanese Garden"
near the Science block has been out of use and
closed off. However, this year, two members of the
Student Leadership Team, Victoria Dumont and Ania
Druc (Y13) decided to try to bring some life back to
it. Students around the school helped to clean the
area, doing multiple meet-ups, where they worked
as a team to put effort into making the garden
something of use, even during the cold days of
winter. #GreenGunnersbury
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\ Pilgrims of IrLiturgical Leaders al uted to mai
. 2 school, r ayers, colouring in and
y Hope Mosaic engthening ther faith and teammworking

Our liturgical leaders cooperated
vy WE el - ¥ closely to create the Pilgrims of
______ — = | Hope mosaic, each contributing
e === | their unique part to form a unified
whole.

Together, they
-. , have been building
| 7 | this living mosaic
- —a symbol of
pilgrims
journeying in faith
and hope, )
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We are incredibly proud of everything our Year 13s
have accomplished. We wish each of them every
success as they move on to university,
apprenticeships, and beyond. Good luck in all that
lies ahead—you'll always be part of the Gunnersbury
community.

We spent a wonderful afternoon
celebrating our fantastic Year 13
students as they near the end of
their Gunnersbury journey. The
event was filled with smiles,
laughter, shared memories, and
heartfelt goodbyes as staff and
students came together to
reflect on all that has been
achieved over the past two years.

From academic success and
leadership to contributions
across school life, this year group
has truly left its mark. It was a
chance to say thankyou, well
done, and farewell—as well as to
look ahead with pride and
optimism.
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“How we can helpieachiother?
POSTER COMPE'"T'ON
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The Competition was organised by our fantastic ‘Solidarity Wellbeing Ambassadors”: a group of
students who are mental health ambassadors within Gunnersbury Catholic School.

We received 9 fantastic entries, each offering a unique and thoughtful perspective on the importance
of looking after our mental wellbeing.

The creativity and care shown in the posters were truly impressive — from powerful messages to
eye-catching visuals, every design had something meaningful to say. It was clear that a lot of time
and heart went into each one.

All participants will be recognised for their achievement, and their posters will be displayed around
the school to help raise awareness and start conversations about mental health. (- o

Well done to everyone who got involved — your work has made a real impact and will continue to Lo s , )
inspire others.

\r\ie(LLe\g Meot 'E‘)
\{ow Lh{vﬂlﬁ

T

MALE A o r ~
£k 15 wotel pesia esson T D
h‘\q;\m T gy pm\.M —’{;{\H =3
‘nm:x\« S0 Sl Sc%‘w_g{x, \r\(,_)\m\a
AR fesiienas. ood
oe,o«m;rs SNSeass Wj:a il

S e
N T e,

NSRS il mg\»w\ M\(Q& f—tfe_
% B codn oy

=T Mol l.\hﬂ.l"f Ln

rgmttc@m R

“Spml P

Kes in

, g?ﬁﬁfﬁﬂmﬁﬁ’

-'-"c_—:_z.:' ZJe==a
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On the 8th of May 2025, a new Popewuse ecte
unfortunate death, Robert Prevost was chosen

social justlce, articularly i
artificial intelligence, dr.
Rerum Novarum and i
revolution, accordin
of dialogue with the
emphasizing evange
Since his election,
raised awareness u
especially artificial inte
and persecuted journalis!

At Gunnersbury, students fomey stage 3 and 4 made a wonderful di
commemorating Pope Leo XIV being Pope.

Y7 Stewardship Assemblies

Year 7s participated and led an
assembly on stewardship and the
importance of looking after our world
as God would want for us. We should
reflect on this time and hope that we
as a school can improve our levels of
stewardship and bring about a better
world.

'S SUC
embodied.

—

Every Friday, our school community gathers in the school
i chapel to celebrate Form Masses, giving each form group a
| dedicated time for reflection, prayer, and spiritual growth.

) life, helping to build a strong sense of community and shared
M values.

/ \ A recent example was a particularly beautiful and reflective

| | Mass held at St. John’s, led by our Year 8 students. The

= student readers spoke with clarity and sincerity, bringing the
readings to life and helping create a deeply meaningful
atmosphere.

CAFOD Foodbank

Gunnersbury students impressively showed the value of
generosity by donating a variety of imperishable goods to
CAFOD. This donation exhibited our efforts to engage with
Catholic Social Teaching not least the understanding of

proud of the phenomenal response to our Food Bank
appeal. Thank you for your very generous donations!




~
Careers at Gunnersbury

v

Y10 & Y12 CEIAG Week

At Gunnersbury, Year 10 and Year 12 students will have a
very exciting experience as they will have the opportunity
to participate in work placements which will give the
students a very perceptive and keen understanding about
their chosen careers. Students also have talks during
period 7 about career options and what skills they would
gain during this week that universities tend to look forin
applications.

Y12 Database Trip

Last term, Year 12 students had a truly amazing opportunity to
visit a database alongside Hirehigher through the Rising Star
programme led by the founder, Adelle Desouza. This trip offered
lessons in networking and career development which not only
helped students build connections with people which is
beneficial for their future but also guide students towards other
possible opportunities in the field.

Imperial College Trip

Gunnersbury students have been invited to
Imperial College. At Imperial College students
engaged upon the proto-maker challenge where
they create with a variety of tools such as 3D
printers, scanners, laser cutters, woodworking

] equipment and much more. This unique immersive
'~ environment provides young people with a space

¥ !to experiment, design and innovate. They also have
B W 2 after school mentoring sessions, enjoy!

Year 12 UCAS Preparati

on

In April, our 12s had the privilege of meeting with the Cambridge f =%
University outreach team. They were encouraged and informed B i
of the application process to not only Cambridge but also
various other universities. This was a worthwhile talk that
students stated was extremely helpful in understanding the
process. Many feel they left the assembly hall with an easier and
clearer plan for their applications. We are very grateful to
Cambridge for providing us with this opportunity! During the first
week of June, Year 12 students had an insightful talk from the
representative of University of Exeter about the UCAS process
and how to structure personal statements. Students were able
to further expand their knowledge of what universities typically
look for in applications and have also received practical tips on
how to showcase their strengths, passions, and skills. A massive
thankyou to University of Exeter for this amazing talk!

EEE!  Alumni Visit

A big thank you and warm welcome back
to some of our alumniwho returned to
share their university experiences and
offer valuable advice to our Year 12

= students. Your insights were incredibly
e 'I helpful and much appreciated!

Last term, Year 12 students had a very

| enriching experience in a Parliament
Masterclass. This class was led by Seema
Malhotra, the Labour and Cooperative MP for

g Feltham and Heston, Minister for Migration and
Citizenship and Minister for Race Equality.
Malhotra gave insightful information about the
i workings of the Parliament and democracy.
The students also received a personal tour

| including the House of Commons providing the
students a deeper understanding of the UK's
parliamentary actions from the inside and
learning how the system works.







Our teachers Mr John and Mr Watkins recently
participated in the London marathon.The
London marathon is an event held every year
where people challenge themselves to aim for
physical excellence through testing themselves
and striving for higher things as it correlates to
our school motto; ‘Ad Altiora’, which reminds us
to always aim for the highest.

Congratulations to our
Year 9 and 10 students
who parfticipated in an

,ﬁ, participated in the
I borough athletics

¥ and aimed for the

' highest in their

il achievement as our
school aims for.

Congratulations to the Year 7 football
team for beating The heathland school
5-0 in the semi final of the borough
football competition. We are
exceptionally proud of their great
achievement and their good
sportsmanship throughout their match
and always following our motto to aim
for the highest.

Thank you to
@DanceDaysLondon

for their Street Dance [HE
tutorials. Our Year 8 |
boys really got into it,
enjoyed it and made
great progress. This
rounded off other dances that were learned such as the
electric slide (candy) and the Haka.

The Street Dance tutorials provided by
@DanceDaysLondon have proven to be an invaluable
addition to our Year 8 boys' physical education
curriculum. The enthusiasm displayed by the students
during these sessions was remarkable; they not only
engaged with the material but also embraced the
challenge of learning a new dance style. The tutorials
were designed to be both fun and educational,

allowing the boys to express themselves creatively
while developing their rhythm and coordination.




NAabo] Internarional Compertition

Junior Kangaroo Challenge

Congratulations to our students who took
part in the Junior Kangaroo Maths Challenge!
Special recognition goes to Rayaan Bhatti
for achieving a Silver Award, and to Nikita
Omelchuk, Aleksander Tos, and Charles
Abbott, who each earned a Bronze Award.
Well done to all on this impressive
achievement!

Maths Feast at Gumley Convent School



On 27 March, Gunnersbury
Catholic School hosted an
amazing Spring Concert,
showcasing our talented
students. The Adoremus
Choir opened with "Come As
You Are," setting a joyful
atmosphere, followed by the
beautiful "The Swan"
featuring Leo Barski and Filip |
Bystrzynski. .

Highlights included David Correa
Gomez on guitar with "Jail House
Rock" and Dillon Farrell's
performance of "Die With A
Smile." We celebrated our
Gunnersbury Music Festival
2025 winners, including Jaiden
Chester Aluan and Jeffrey
Screen. The evening wrapped up
with the lively Jazz Band, leaving
everyone inspired. Thank you to
all who participated and attended
this memorable event!

Photos: Piotr Ksiézek



Duke of Edinburgh

In preparation for the Duke
of Edinburgh (DOfE)
students in Gunnersbury
Catholic School had
practices on school grounds
of the art of pitching tents.
After miles of hiking their
skills in pitching tents are
sure to help them make it
the full way, well done boys,
and good luck!

the crump
performs be
v&e taske
hoped to

6 won. Aft
museum (worth over £200 millic

~ racing simulation. Big thanks to M
organised it!

Our students have begun the
assembling of the Pilgrims of
Hope mosaics. Through this
creative activity they will be able to
more fully reflect on their Catholic
faith in their communal efforts.
This group activity will allow for
better connections between
students and development
through dedication to Christ.

EXTRA-CURRI

Chess Club

Chess club takes plac
participatin

Monday after school. The stude
inst each other under the
ore the lesson. Every week,
different subject with the students.
day, the students attending take part in an online
on Lichess, between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. on June 6, for
the students took part in an inter school competition
and won 10th out of the 17 schools that took part. Congrats to
them alll The team would specifically want to congratulate Alex
Royce 9R, Rico Wan 7B and Evan Ewell 1IN for their commitment
in other competitions.

Maglstrates Club

gratulations to the Magistrates Club for their
e performance in the Young Citizens

tes' Court Mock Trial Competition! Through
of preparation, hard work, and dedication, the
delivered outstandln formances that led to a
deserved victory in th London Heat at

den Magistrates' Court on Saturday, 15th March

llowing their regional success, the team went on
r‘kflnalsblt Croydon Crown Court, where

ete i

red . credible second place. leshmg as
up in h a competitive national eventis a
le accomplishment and a reflection of their
legal knowledge, teamwork, and confidence under
ressure. We are incredibly proud of everyone involved —
r commitment and professionalism were truly
iring. Thank you to Mr Jukic for his contribution to
lub. Well done!

Year 7 - Rowing

Thank you to Keane Rowing Club (whose
mission is to involve as many people as
possible in sport on the river: whether that
be sculling, rowing, kayaking or canoeing.

- ourselves on our completely inclusive
__ programme within all these disciplines)



Science Club happens eve_rij
Wednesday after school with two of
our science teachers. Here our
students can participate in a range of
science experiments to enhance their
knowledge and experiences of what
science is truly all about. It aims to not
only enhance students knowledge o
the subject but also develop passio
that may not be discovered with tf
basic curricul of learning
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A CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION
FOR 11-18 YEAR-OLDS

|1 ‘Festival of Hope’

We were honoured to take part in the
© inspiring Festival of Hope today at
~ Westminster Cathedral — a truly
uplifting celebration of faith, community,
and oun? people.
Students from Gunnersbury Catholic
School joined other Catholic schools
from across the diocese to reflect, pray,
and express their hopes for the future
through music, readings, and collective
worship.

It was a movin? and joyful occasion that
~ %+ reminded us of the strength of our

-+ shared values and the important role
young people play in shaping a future
rooted in compassion, unity, and hope.

Sebastian Scigalski & Dylan
Basillio - Jack Petchey

erm, Sebastian Scigalski and Dylan Basilio, two
ed students, made the most of a creative

oon by jamming together using amplifiers

ased through the @JPFoundation Young

er’'s Grant Fund.

We'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate both
students for making the most of this opportunity and
for showing great musical initiative.

A huge thank you to

. Ut Foundation for their support
— it's thanks to initiatives like the Young Achlﬁ
t students are able to explore and de p

Fund ]
their ions beyond the classroom.

Wellbeing Activities

The Jack Petchey Foundation has made a significant
impact on the students at Gunnersbury School by -
providing them with opportunities for interactive
wellbeing through the Leaders Grant. This initiative
has allowed students to purchase various items that
enhance their school experience, fostering a
supportive and engaging environment. By investing
in the wellbeing of young people, the Jack PetcheP/
Foundation is not only enriching their educationa
journey but also promoting a culture of appreciation
and community within the school .They have
supplied our students with the resources that they
might not otherwise have through chess sets and
football nets

Battle of the Bands

We're incredibly proud of our talented student
band, who delivered a flawless performance at
this year’s Battle of the Bands 2025!

Their energy, stage presence, and musical
skill impressed both the crowd and judges
alike, earning them a special
commendation and an outstanding 2nd
place overall.

This amazing achievement is a reflection of
their dedication, teamwork, and passion for
music. Well done to everyone involved —
you've done Gunnersbury proud!



Join Us Now!
E-mail

newsletter@gunnersburyinfo.com
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