
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gunnersbury Catholic School 

English Department 

Literacy Newsletter 

March 2025 

Welcome to our monthly reading newsletter. 

Each month, we will recommend books from 

a range of genres and styles. 

Don’t forget to check out our reading lists 

aimed at specific year groups, which can be 

found on your child’s English Google 

Classroom page. 

The English Department  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hatchet 

Classics 

Adventure 

Survival 

Hatchet 

Gary Paulson 

Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged 

father when the pilot of his small prop plane suffers a 

heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in 

a lake--and finds himself stranded in the remote 

Canadian wilderness with only his clothing and the 

hatchet his mother gave him as a present before his 

departure. 

  

Recommended for KS3 by Gabriel Burroughs (9D) 

Book of the Month  

All students should have a reading 

book in school every day.  

We recommend reading each 

weekday evening (and for longer 

at weekends) 

 

Library Opening Times Year 7: 

Lunchtimes: Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

Library Opening Times Year 8/9/10 

After School: 3:15-4:15pm 

 

 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Recommendations 

The Loop 

Young Adult 

Dystopia 

Thriller 

A student who reads is a student who succeeds!   

We love hearing about books you 

have read so let us know what 

book you think everyone should 

read! 

 

 

 

The Loop 

by Ben Oliver 

Life inside The Loop-the futuristic death row for teens under 

eighteen-is one long repetitive purgatory. But when news of 

the encroaching chaos in the outside world reaches the 

inmates and disorder begins to strike, the prison becomes the 

least of their worries. 

 

It's Luka Kane's sixteenth birthday and he's been inside The 

Loop for over two years. Every inmate is serving a death 

sentence with the option to push back their execution date 

by six months if they opt into "Delays", scientific and medical 

experiments for the benefit of the elite in the outside world. 

But rumors of a war on the outside are spreading amongst 

the inmates, and before they know it, their tortuous routine 

becomes disrupted. The government issued rain stops falling. 

Strange things are happening to the guards. And it's not long 

until the inmates are left alone inside the prison. 

 

Were the chains that shackled Luka to his cell the only 

instruments left to keep him safe? He must overcome fellow 

prisoners hell-bent on killing him, the warden losing her mind, 

the rabid rats in the train tunnels, and a population turned 

into murderous monsters to try and break out of The Loop, 

save his family, and discover who is responsible for the chaos 

that has been inflicted upon the world. 

 

Recommended for KS4 by Marcel Mendykowski (11R) 


