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Welcome to our monthly reading
newsletter. Each month, we will
recommend books from a range of genres
and styles.

Animal Farm
Classics
Don't forget to check out our reading lists
aimed at specific year groups. Fiction

The English Department Dystopia

Book of the Month

Animal Farm
George Orwell

A farm is faken over by its overworked, mistreated
animals. With flaming idealism and stirring slogans, they
set out to create a paradise of progress, justice, and
equality. Thus the stage is set for one of the most telling
satiric fables ever penned —a razor-edged fairy tale for
grown-ups that records the evolution from revolution
against tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible.
When Animal Farm was first published, Stalinist Russia was
seen as its target. Today it is devastatingly clear that
wherever and whenever freedom is attacked, under
whatever banner, the cutting clarity and savage
comedy of George Orwell’'s masterpiece have a
meaning and message still ferociously fresh.

All students should have a reading
Recommended by Mrs Badu. book in school every day.

We recommend reading each
weekday evening (and for longer
at weekends)

Library Opening Times Year 7:

Lunchtimes: Monday, Wednesday
and Friday

Library Opening Times Year 8/9/10
After School: 3:15-4:150m
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Hamnet
Maggie O'Farrell

Drawing on Maggie O'Farrell's long-term fascination with the
little-known story behind Shakespeare's most enigmatic
play, Hamnet is a luminous portrait of a marriage, at its heart
the loss of a beloved child.

Warwickshire in the 1580s. Agnes is a woman as feared as she is
sought after for her unusual gifts. She settles with her husband in
Henley street, Stratford, and has three children: a daughter,
Susanna, and then twins, Hamnet and Judith. The boy, Hamnet,
dies in 1596, aged eleven. Four years or so later, the husband
writes a play called Hamlet.
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Maggie O’Farrell

Award-winning author Maggie O'Farrell's new novel breathes

full-blooded life into the story of a loss usually consigned to

Historical literary footnotes, and provides an unforgettable vindication of
Fiction Agnes, a woman intriguingly absent from history.

Hamnet

British Literature

Recommended by Ms Ingle.
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A student who reads is a student who

succeedsl!




