
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gunnersbury School 

English Department 

Literacy Newsletter 

December 2023 

Welcome to our monthly reading 

newsletter. Each month, we will 

recommend books from a range of genres 

and styles. 

Don’t forget to check out our reading lists 

aimed at specific year groups.  

The English Department  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Postman 

Post-Apocalyptic  

Science Fiction 

Fantasy 

The Postman 

David Brin 

This is the story of a lie that became the most powerful 

kind of truth. 

 

A timeless novel as urgently compelling 

as Warday or Alas, Babylon, David Brin's The Postman is 

the dramatically moving saga of a man who rekindled 

the spirit of America through the power of a dream, 

from a modern master of science fiction. 

 

He was a survivor—a wanderer who traded tales for 

food and shelter in the dark and savage aftermath of a 

devastating war. Fate touches him one chill winter's day 

when he borrows the jacket of a long-dead postal 

worker to protect himself from the cold. The old, worn 

uniform still has power as a symbol of hope, and with it 

he begins to weave his greatest tale, of a nation on the 

road to recovery. 

 

Recommended by Mr Jukic  

Book of the Month  



 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empire of the Sun 

JG Ballard 

The classic, award-winning novel, made famous by Steven 

Spielberg's film, tells of a young boy's struggle to survive World War II 

in China. 

 

Jim is separated from his parents in a world at war. To survive, he 

must find a deep strength greater than all the events that surround 

him. 

 

Shanghai, 1941 — a city aflame from the fateful torch of Pearl 

Harbor. In streets full of chaos and corpses, a young British boy 

searches in vain for his parents. Imprisoned in a Japanese 

concentration camp, he is witness to the fierce white flash of 

Nagasaki, as the bomb bellows the end of the war...and the dawn 

of a blighted world. 

 

Ballard's enduring novel of war and deprivation, internment camps 

and death marches, and starvation and survival is an honest 

coming-of-age tale set in a world thrown utterly out of joint. 

Recommended by Mrs Badu 

Our Recommendations 

Empire of the 

Sun  

Historical 

Fiction 

War 

China 

We love hearing about books you 

have read so let us know what 

book you think everyone should 

read! 

 

 

 


